
N P H S  F R I D A Y
M E S S A G E

T H E  O F F I C I A L  N E W S L E T T E R  F O R  F A M I L I E S

Dear New Paltz High School Families,

Yesterday, I sent a message to families asking for their assistance in dealing with
inappropriate social media use by students, especially cyberbullying that has
increased in frequency in the past several weeks. Many of our students, as well as
some of our parents and community members, reached out to share their concerns
about this message, especially given its timing in relation to posts by some of our
students who recently used social media to share their own experiences with
sexual assault. 

I would like to assure you that this message was not related to these posts. The
voices of those who have displayed the courage to share stories about sexual
assault should be amplified, not silenced. We fully support raising awareness about
sexual assault, and the importance of affirmative consent, and encourage victims
of any abuse or injustice to speak out. Our commitment to these students is
unwavering, and I apologize if any student felt that this message was related to
their experiences. That was never the intention. 

The message truly was sent to simply remind parents to be aware of their
children’s online behavior and ask for their help to prevent misuse and
cyberbullying. 

If any student would like to speak to me about this, I encourage them to stop by
my office. Please know that I, along with the faculty and staff at the High School,
care deeply about the well-being of all our students and want them to know they
are valued members of our school community who will be heard when they speak.
Also, please know that we have been engaged in the process of planning an
educational response in the coming weeks. 

Sincerely, 
Dr. Samuelle Simms
Principal, New Paltz High School

March 4, 2022
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   Around NPHS
 

March 4   End of 25 week marking period  

March 9   High School Scholarship Concert at 7pm

March 14   JV/V Spring sports 

March 16   PT Conferences  at 6pm-8pm

Important Dates

Positive Vibes Only!

 

 

Zorian Shepko-Hamilton, Maeve Eisenhandler, Griffin Landrum, Phoebe Eis,
Roman Grinevics, Julia Fetherolf, Michael Verney, Kasey Keenan, Kira Hopkins-
King, Wendy Zhao,  Marzan Akther, Reggie Gold, Sadia Islam, Natalya Knoth,
Jahara Maliha, Riley Martinez, Flora Pierson, Tuari Schenker
 



ATHLETICSATHLETICS

 

 
The Boys Indoor Track had a record

setting evening at the State Qualifying
meet on Saturday.

 
Alex Peyser started the night off in

fantastic form by tying a school record
with a top 4 finish in the 55 M high

hurdles. Then he went on to break the
school record in the 300 M dash, just

missing the finals. Chace Snyder and Elijah
Flynn joined in the good performances by

running season best races in the 1000
Meters. Max Hawkins ran a season best in
the mile, crushing the 5 minute mark by 8

seconds. Chace, Elijah and Max then
teamed up with JJ Giordano to run the

fastest 4 x 800 relay of the season, moving
up 3 places to finish in the top 5 overall.

Finally, the 4 x 200 relay team of Jack
Ifkovits, Finn, Brandon Sirof and Alex

broke their own school record by over a
second to make the finals.  

 
Finn Gibson, tying his personal best, took
second overall in the high jump and will
compete in the State High school track

meet at Ocean Breeze this coming
Saturday. Congratulations to Finn and to
all the guys for their great performances! 

-Ms. Seim
 





AP U.S. HISTORYAP U.S. HISTORY

 

 
This week the  AP U.S. History class prepared for a trial, The People v. The United
States. They were trying to decide if the U.S. was guilty of imperialism in Hawaii,

The Philippines, Cuba, and Panama. Students acted as the prosecution and
defense, pleading their case to guest judges, Mr. Burger and seen in this picture,

Mr. Gill.- Ms. Kiley
 
 

Ms. McKenna’s poetry
class wrote and posted

feedback during a gallery
walk showcasing students’

poet focus research
projects. Each student

researched the life,
influences, and style of a
poet of their choice, then
wrote an original poem
inspired by their poet. 



CARING, CONNECTING,CARING, CONNECTING,    AND MAKING A DIFFERENCEAND MAKING A DIFFERENCE

 
PSYCHOLOGY

 

Psychology students have been focusing on learning the various
parts of the brain, as well as the functions of those parts. To

make it more comprehensible, students used transparent post it
notes to take realistic notes, and then made 3-d clay models out

of play-dough. We then took to the hallways to recreate our
own versions of brains. - Ms. Fredericks


